
   AP Studio Art 2020-21 Suggested Summer Work 
 
Here are the course skills that we will be focusing on:  
1. Investigating ideas, materials, and processes.  
2. Creating works of art and design by practicing, experimenting, and 
revising.  
3. Communicating ideas about art and design.  

 
A sustained investigation is an inquiry to answer a question about something that interests 
or concerns you. What is worth investigating for an entire school year to you?  

 
Create a folder on Google and start an image flood of 50 photographs and artworks 
that inspire you. (You will probably discover these images over time instead of doing this 
all at one time. Conduct research as ideas occur to you.)  
 

These might include: 
a. Images of similar subject matter 
b. Images of media you would like to explore 
c. Images of techniques you would like to explore 
d. Images of artworks or by artists you admire  
 

Explore ideas. Many students have a basic concept that they want to explore, but you need 
to expand your concept beyond the obvious. In your sketchbook, make a list of 20 ways to 
expand your theme and do a thumbnail sketch for each one. Spend at least 15 minutes 
on each concept. This is something that will probably be done over the course of the 
summer, not all at once. You may not know just yet which portfolio you’re creating for, but 
you should be pondering your strengths and desires. 
 
For example:  
If you are creating a 2D portfolio: 
How can you explore the Elements of Art (line, shape, space, value, color, texture)? 
How can you explore the Principles of Design (balance, rhythm, pattern, movement, 
contrast, emphasis, unity)? 
If you are creating a 3D portfolio, add form to that elements list. 
If you are creating a Drawing portfolio, you are exploring the use of mark-making, line, 
value, surface and texture, space, light and shade, composition.  
 
From the list above, choose 3 ideas to develop. Do a representative final piece for each 
one that includes:  

1. A description of the concept 
2. A concept sketch  



3. Progress images: at least 3 taken at various stages during the project (Set a 
timer to remind you, if needed.) 

4. A finished piece of artwork 
5. A written explanation of what you learned from the process, including the title, 

materials used, what you enjoyed, what frustrated you and what you would do 
differently next time.  

6. A written evaluation of whether this concept is worthwhile for exploration 
 

At the beginning of fall semester, be prepared to share:  
a. A list of 20 concentration concepts with sketches and notes about each. 
b. A folder of 50 inspirational images minimum related to your concentration idea on 

Google Drive. Share this with the class - in the class drive. 
c. 3 finished pieces of artwork that include the 5 steps above: description, concept 

sketch, progress images, finished piece of art, written explanation and written 
evaluation for each. 

 
While this work is not being graded, your effort will benefit you and help prepare you for the 
work ahead. I’d recommend spending at least 15 hours on this work. You can see 
many portfolio examples on the internet, but understand the criteria changed dramatically 
this year, and now requires sketches, process pieces and written documentation. Check out 
the AP Board site, but you can also Google many examples of portfolios from students and 
classes. 
 
TIME- I can’t say this boldly enough. This class is not easy. It will involve more time 
than you think is possible. If you expect to work only in class, you will not be 
successful. If you choose to do your work at home and not in class, you will not be 
successful. Each piece should look like it belongs in a gallery. Little, quick, easy, did 
it last night- there just isn’t room for this type of work in the AP Art world.  You 
should be spending 10-15 hours on EVERY piece. You will have to work at home. You 
will have to work in class. 

You will have to work A LOT!            All the TIME!            EVERY DAY!  

The judges are top notch art teachers and college professors. They KNOW how much 
time is invested in each piece. THEY CAN TELL. They can see plagiarism a mile away 
and they know good art when they see it. 

This course is an investment in your future. 
Make the best of it.                 I’m here to help you! 

 
Be prepared to share your work the first day we meet in class.  
Have a creative summer - I look forward to working with you in September! 
Mrs. Koberlein      skoberlein@clearviewregional.edu 


